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» J5isC: (Lewis Carroll) No interesting poems are unpopular among people of real taste. No modern
poetry is free from affectation. All your poems are on the subject of soap bubbles. No affected poetry
is popular among people of real taste. Only a modern poem would be on the subject of soap bubbles.

Therefore none of your poems are interesting.
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Step 1. Formalization

Premises :

(1) VPOEM,interesting(POEM) — popular_among people_of real_taste(POEM)
(2) YPOEM,modern(POEM) — af fected(POEM)

(3) YPOEM, your(POEM) — soap_bubbles(POEM )

(4) VPOEM,af fected(POEM) — —popular_among people of real taste(POEM)
(5) soap_bubbles(POEM) — modern(POEM)

Conclusion :
(6) YPOEM, your(POEM) — —interesting(POEM)
Step 2. Calculation

(7) YPOEM, your(POEM) — modern(POEM) [Based on (3)(5)]

(8) YPOEM, your(POEM) — af fected(POEM) [Based on (2)(7)]

(9) YPOEM, af fected(POEM) — —interesting(POEM) [Based on (1)(3)]
(6) YPOEM, your(POEM) — —interesting(POEM) [Based on (8)(9)]
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o JFi3C: ‘I can doubt that the physical world exists. I can even doubt whether my body really exists. I

cannot doubt that I myself exist. So I am not my body.’
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Premises :

* soul_can_doubt(body)

» —soul_can_doubt(soul)
Conclusion :
* is(soul, body)
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Leibniz, with his typical logical acumen, saw that the argument won’t do. He wrote “It is
not valid to reason: ‘I can assume or imagine that no corporeal body exists, but I cannot imagine
that I do not exist or do not think. Therefore I am not corporeal, nor is thought a modification of
the body.” I am amazed that so able a man [as Descartes] could have based so much on so flimsy
a sophism.... Someone who thinks that the soul is corporeal....will admit that you can doubt (as

long as you are ignorant of the nature of the soul) whether anything corporeal exists or does not



exist. And as you nevertheless see clearly that your soul exists, he will admit that this one thing
follows: that you can still doubt whether the soul is corporeal. But no amount of torture can extort

anything more from this argument.”

In short, Descartes’s premisses about what we can imagine to be the case show —at most —
that we can imagine that we are distinct from our bodies: and this isn’t sufficient to show that we

really are separate from our bodies.
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